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not richer in nouns, proportionately, because of the increase
going on at the same time in certain other parts of speech, an
increase which is clear evidence of greater linguistic activity. All
that Drever means is that if you want to increase the number of
nouns which a child can use the best way to do it is through an
enrichment of his material environment, while the surest way of
enlarging his stock of verbs is by extending his practical interests.
It must be assumed, of course, that all the time there will be some
one at hand to supply the language needed to do justice to each
fresh experience as it arrives. Roughly, it is true that a rich and
varied environment favours the acquirement of nouns, that
interesting activities favour that of verbs, and that the rate at
which the other parts of speech are acquired, particularly adjec-
tives and adverbs, the acquirement of which presupposes a power
of abstraction, depends more upon the degree of ilative intelli-
gence and the rate of its maturation than upon the quality of
the environment or the number of vital interests.
8. PRONOUNS AND PREPOSITIONS
The part played by maturation in the mastery of pronouns and
prepositions is important, as will be seen from the fact that no
amount of teaching will effect the same result where the child
is not ready for it. Thus, it is rare to find pronouns used cor-
rectly by a child below the age of two. At this age the pronouns
/, me> and you begin to be differentiated, though there is frequent
confusion between / and me. Gesell^ suggests that the ability to
use two pronouns correctly means that the mental age of two
has been reached, that three used correctly indicates a mental age
of three, and that four or five used correctly is a sign that a
mental age of at least four has been reached. From data gathered
from the language of fifty children of two years of age Muntz2
found that 48 per cent, of the children were able to use I, me,
and you correctly while 38 per cent, used none of them. As may
perhaps be expected, my and mine are the first possessives used.
Plurals and past tenses begin to, be used at the same age as
pronouns, though many children appear to have great difficulty
with them until the age of three has been reached. Muntz found
that 54 per cent of his subjects at two were unable to use either
plurals or past tenses correctly, and that 10 per cent, only could
use just one of each. It should be remembered, nevertheless, that
though the correct use of pronouns cannot be secured by instruc-
1 A. Gesell, The Mental Growth of the Preschool Child (New York, the Macmillan
Company, 1925).
* See/. 199 in The First Five Tears of Life, by A. Gesell (London, Methuen, 1941).